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Fig.1 Flexible multi-state switch and
flexible switch topologies
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Table 1 Main characteristics of three types of switches
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Fig.2 The working modes of the flexible switch
before,during and after a feeder fault
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Table 2 The power balance relationship
under different modes
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Fig.3 The overall control strategy of the flexible switch
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voltage and current loop
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Fig.5 The switching process and logic
of the flexible switch
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Fig.6 Voltage and current waveforms in each process
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Fig.7 Experimental waveforms of voltage and current
for overall operation before and after improvement
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Localization for MMC submodule open-circuit fault based on Pauta criterion
WANG Bao'an, ZHANG Hanlu, DENG Fujin
(School of Electrical Engineering, Southeast University , Nanjing 210096, China )

Abstract ;: The modular multilevel converter (MMC) is widely used in the field of high-voltage and high-power transmission due
to its advantage of modular structure. As a large number of submodules (SM) are contained in the MMC, the switch failure of
SM is one of the key issues affecting the reliability of MMC. The switch open-circuit fault is usually hard to be detected
immediately , which threatens the normal operation of the system. A SM open-circuit fault localization method based on Pauta
criterion is proposed in this paper. Firstly,the open-circuit fault characteristics of SM are analyzed in this paper. The SM open-
circuit fault causes the abnormal changes of the SM capacitor voltage, which can be judged by the Pauta criterion. Then, a
confidence interval is constructed by the average SM capacitor voltage and three times of the standard deviation of SM capacitor
voltages in an arm. The SM open-circuit fault can be located through judging whether the SM capacitor voltage exceeds the
confidence interval or not for a certain time. The proposed method does not require additional sensors, creation of accurate
mathematical models and manual setting of empirical thresholds,and its algorithm is quite simple. Finally,a three-phase MMC
is simulated with PSCAD/EMTDC and a single-phase MMC prototype is built in the laboratory to verify the proposed method.
The simulation and experimental results both confirm that the proposed Pauta criterion based SM open-circuit fault localization
method can locate the SM open-circuit faults effectively and quickly.

Keywords ;: modular multilevel converter (MMC) ;submodule (SM) fault;insulated gate bipolar transistor (IGBT) open-circuit

fault ; fault localization ; Pauta criterion ; capacitor voltage
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A converter-assisting flexible switch topology and its control strategy
FANG Rengcun', LEI He', YANG Dongjun' , ZHUANG Kaixun®, ZHA Xiaoming”, SUN Jianjun
(1. Hydrothermal Power Resource Optimization and Simulation Laboratory (State Grid Hubei
Electric Power Co.,Ltd. Economic and Technical Research Institute) , Wuhan 430077, China;
2. School of Electrical Engineering and Automation, Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072, China)
Abstract: The rapid development of new energy in the distribution network increases its flexibility while making it more
complicated to operate and manage the network. For this reason,a novel flexible switch,which is composed of integrated gate—
commutated thyristors (IGCT) and parallel voltage converters ,is proposed in this paper. Applying virtual synchronous generator
(VSG) control on the parallel voltage converterensures smoothness and steadiness while switching from one feeder to another.
Firstly, the proposed flexible switch is compared with the flexible multi-state switch and the mechanical switch on their main
characteristics. Then, the operating features of the flexible switch before, during, and after feeder fault are analyzed,as well as its
switching logic. Finally,the switching process between different feeders is simulated on a control in-the-loop experiment based
on RT-Lab. The voltage and current waveforms are obtained under different operating modes and during flexible switching. The
experiment resultsshow that the flexible switch has short-term voltage support capability and does not generate voltage and
current impulses during the switching process.
Keywords : flexible switching; integrated gate-commutated thyristor ( IGCT) ; virtual synchronous generator ( VSG ) ; voltage

support ; pre-synchronization grid-connection ;flexible grid-connection
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